THE BEAST FROM THE ABYSS
hatred of Israel, the Chosen People, to whom God was r<
This hatred of the Jews meets an elementary need <
something eternal, and consequently anti-Semitism is as ol<
Western civilization, and older still. The different alwa>
the opportunity of the creation of a myth identifying it w:
just as a naive hatred of the alien is latent among pi
peoples. But anti-Semitism is much more than an atavistr
sort, more than mere xenophobia. In the hatred of the Je\
is an instinctive element that points to a reaction agai
author of those tables of commandments in which the e
separated from the good and the separation attributed to a
will. It is one more sign of the "discomfort in civilizatio,
acedia, the torpor, or the melancholy of the world. Gonsec
anti-Semitism is always most clearly manifested at ti
spiritual crisis, of human insecurity, not only because z
times men need diversions, but because men are tiring
burden of a higher life.
Rathenau, the Jewish German Foreign Minister, wr
February soth, 1919, in a notable letter, on the significance
Jew: "Do you know why we have come into the world?
every human being before Sinai. They will not go? If I
call them, Marx will; if Marx does not, Spinoza will. If S
does not, Christ will." Marx no longer calls us, and the v
Spinoza 'has grown faint. But we are called before Sinai as
past, and that is the very point at which the metaphysical e
in anti-Semitism makes its appearance. It is the secret, inst
hatred for the author of that summons, and the belief that w
suppression of that prophet the tiresome and absurd disti
between good and evil can be suppressed.
Anti-Semitism is the temptation to see evil not in ones
in another. It is the flight from a moral and spiritual ck
oneself to a material claim on another, who may be
responsible for one's own weaknesses and misfortunes.
Semitism is also an expression of the temptation of the prese
to substitute for one's own spiritual transformation a g
hitting out at others. The evil that one will not recogr
oneself is combated in a plausible personification. This ii
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